
Special Thanks to our
Kingdom of Penguins

Exhibit Sponsor

Visit the Newport Aquarium and you'll be amazed by all there is to see and do. 
From touching sharks to feeding lorikeets, creating crafts and having your face 
painted… there is more to do at the Aquarium than ever before. You'll marvel at dive 
shows and see sharks and other creatures being fed. Plus, kids can take part in free 
monthly crafts with the help of Michael’s Crafts who will be stationed in Kids 
Central on Saturday Feb. 16, March 22 and April 12 from noon - 3 p.m. Visit the 
Aquarium’s website for a full listing of activities. 

There’s so much to see and do!

Visit Newport Aquarium during Winter Family Days 
where two kids get in free with each adult paying
full price. That's right. Kids get in free every day, from
10 a.m. to 6 p.m., now through Feb. 29. There are no
coupons to cut and strollers are welcome during
Winter Family Days. Plus, each kid will get a voucher
for a free Kid’s Meal from participating Bob Evans
Family Restaurants.  Click here for more details. 

Winter Family Days: Jan. 7 - Feb. 29

Passholder Penguin Breakfast: 
Saturday, Feb. 23, 2008
Please join us at our next exclusive 
Annual Passholder event and help us 
celebrate our Kingdom of Penguins 
exhibit.

A breakfast buffet will be followed by 
a presentation about the Kingdom of 
Penguins exhibit by a Penguin 
biologist.  After the presentation, you 
will be free to tour the Aquarium at 
your leisure.

This exclusive event will begin at
9 a.m. and breakfast will be served 
until 10 a.m.

Annual Passholders
   • $7.50 for children (2-12 yrs old)

   • $10.50 for adults (13 and older)

Annual Passholder Guests
   • $16.50 for children (2-12 years old)

   • $26.50 for adults (13 and older)

Space is limited, so please make your 
reservations now. Reservations can be 
made in-person at our Information 
Desk in the Newport Aquarium lobby 
or by calling 859-815-1473 and asking 
for “Passholder Penguin Reservations” 
before Feb. 18.  Your non-refundable 
payment is due when you make your 
reservation. 
Newport Aquarium reserves the right to cancel 
this event.  Every effort will be made to contact 
guests with reservations in the event of a 
cancellation.

See more Passholder information on 
Page 3. 

Spring 2008

A Deeper Look into the Newport Aquarium

The Newport Aquarium is proud to announce the
hatching of two Gentoo penguin chicks. One chick
hatched on Dec. 3, weighing 90 grams (just under
3.2 ounces). The second chick hatched on Dec. 24
and was found on Christmas Day, weighing 163
grams (5.8 ounces). As of Jan. 14, the chicks
weighed 4,160 grams (about 9.2 pounds) and 
1,660 grams (about 3.7 pounds), respectively. 

In early 2007 the Aquarium welcomed a King penguin chick, but these are the first 
Gentoo chicks since December 2005. There is also a possibility that several 
additional Gentoo eggs may hatch in the weeks ahead. 

The older chick is beginning to slowly venture away from its nest and can be seen 
in the exhibit, not far from its parents. The younger chick is still nestled under its 
penguin parents. Guests can view it at irregular intervals when the penguin parents 
feed the chick.

Aquarium is one of only two US institutions
to breed Gentoo penguins in 2007



Special Thanks to our
Duke Energy Theater

Sponsor

Newport Aquarium’s three African Blackfooted
penguins are partnering with FOX19 to once again
determine who will be the next American Idol. 

These penguins, named after Celebrity Judges Paula, Randy and Simon, will appear 
in the “American Idol Penguin Picks” segments on the FOX19 Morning Show every 
Wednesday from mid-March through late May. Each week they will use their 
Penguin intuition and enjoyment of music to determine who will be kicked off.

So, each week, the Aquarium’s penguins will join the
tens of millions of viewers who watch American Idol.
The next morning, they will find a way to indicate
their predictions for the eliminations. Newport
Aquarium welcomed these three African Blackfooted
penguins on Jan. 24, 2007. Guests can visit Paula, Randy
and Simon every day during Penguin Encounters.

Stay tuned to FOX19 and visit www.FOX19.com for details.

Penguin Picks on FOX19
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From April 12 - 20, guests can sing Happy Birthday
along with scuba divers in honor of Sweet Pea, the
Newport Aquarium's female Shark Ray. With
decorations and fun activities, the whole family can
enjoy the party atmosphere at the Aquarium. Visit
www.newportaquarium.com as the event gets closer
for exciting new additions for this year’s event.

Although Sweet Pea’s actual birth date is a mystery,
we celebrate the three-year anniversary from the time the Aquarium acquired her. 
When she made her debut, on June 10, 2005, she was the first Shark Ray on display 
in the Western Hemisphere. In February 2007, Scooter, a male Shark Ray joined her 
in the Aquarium’s Surrounded by Sharks exhibit.

Passholder Party for Sweet Pea’s Birthday Celebration

Join us for an exclusive Passholder party for Sweet Pea on Saturday, April 12, from 
8:30 - 10 a.m. Newport Aquarium Annual Passholders will have the first chance to 
wish Sweet Pea a happy birthday during this morning gathering. Enjoy a special 
Sweet Pea dive show, plus free donuts, milk and the chance to win prizes.
RSVP by calling 859-815-1473 by April 8.

Sweet Pea’s Third Birthday Celebration in April

Shark Top

Debra Round 
Debra Round is
one of the new-
est biologists at
the Newport
Aquarium. As
part of the
husbandry
(animal care) team, Debra works 
with the Aquarium’s otters, three 
species of penguins and lorikeets. 

“I’ve always loved animals, but it 
wasn’t until high school that I 
learned about being a 
zoologist/zookeeper,” she said. 

She majored in biology at Ball 
State University in Muncie, IN. She 
also has a strong background in 
genetics and classic culture. She 
worked at several zoos before 
joining the Aquarium.

“The position here offered me a 
lot of new opportunities and a 
chance to grow. I’m learning 
about different filter and life 
support systems.  I’m also learn-
ing a lot about fish that I didn’t 
know.”

One of her favorite views is from 
behind-the-scenes.

“I enjoy watching the shark tank 
from the top when I walk by.”

http://www.newportaquarium.com/index.cfm?sectionID=74,239,0,0


Special Thanks to our
Ohio Riverbank
Exhibit Sponsor

The Newport Aquarium will be hosting more than
1,000 members of churches from around the tri-state
on March 1 and 2. The first-ever Faith Weekend at
the Newport Aquarium provides a special discount
to members of any of the 5,000 churches in Ohio,
Kentucky and Indiana. 

“The Aquarium is very excited to host these special groups,” said Newport 
Aquarium Sales Manager Kevin Dooley. “All church members have the ability to 
pre-register their group and receive a special discount of $9.95 per person. This is a 
$9 savings off of our general admission.  There are several surprises in store for 
these groups. This is going to be an extremely fun event!”

To pre-register or for more information, visit our website  or call Kevin
at (859) 815-1471.

Faith Weekend at the Newport Aquarium: March 1 -2

The Guppy Adventures program is for infants and toddlers up to 5 years old and 
their parents. Guppy Adventures are fun and interactive programs designed to 
encourage learning through story time, live animal encounters, guided Aquarium 
tours and arts and crafts. Both parents and children benefit from this fun and 
educational experience, held on the following Mondays: 
March 10, 24; April 14, 28 ; May 12 

All Guppy Adventures take place at 9 a.m., before hours so you can enjoy the 
Aquarium all to yourself! 

The cost is $10 for both one Newport Aquarium Annual Passholder adult and child. 
$10 for each additional child. For non-passholder fees, or for more information, 
please call 859-815-1442 or visit www.wavefoundation.org.

If a picture is worth a thousand words, then a video
must be worth a million, right? Judge for yourself at
Newport Aquarium’s YouTube site,
www.YouTube.com/NewportAquarium. 

YouTube is a very popular video sharing website
where users can upload, view and share video clips.
On the Aquarium’s page, you’ll see videos taken from
Aquarium guests from all over the world. You’ll also see behind-the-scenes footage 
of new Aquarium animals, activities and events. Make it a favorite and check it 
often for updates and pass on the cool videos to friends.

Guppy Adventures Programs

Newport Aquarium Videos Now On YouTube

SCREEN GRAB
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Family Overnight Adventure
Friday, April 4 at 7:30 p.m.
More awe-inspiring than sleeping 
under the stars, the Sleep with the 
Sharks Overnight Adventure lets 
families spend the night with sharks 
and thousands of aquatic animals 
from around the world.
The fun begins at 7:30 p.m. Friday 
and continues until 9 a.m. on 
Saturday.
  •Activities for different age groups  
   and families including Behind-the-  
   Scenes Tour, Scavenger Hunt, and 
   Animal Encounter 
  •Snack 
  •Sleeping with the fishes 
  •Light breakfast in the morning 
Overnight Adventures are normally 
reserved for larger groups, so take 
advantage of this opportunity for 
your family!

Annual Passholders
  •$25.00 for children (6-12 yrs old)
  Due to the nature of this event, children under   
  the age of 6 can not be accommodated.

  •$30.00 for adults (13 and older)

Guests (Non-Passholders) 
  •$40.00 for children (6-12 yrs old) 
  Due to the nature of this event, children under 
  the age of 6 can not be accommodated.

  •$50.00 for adults (13 and older)

Space is limited, so please make 
your reservations now. Reservations 
can be made in-person at our 
Information Desk in the Newport 
Aquarium lobby or by calling 
859-815-1473 and asking for 
“Passholder Overnight 
Reservations” before March 31.  
Your non-refundable payment is due 
when you make your reservation.
Due to space and safety concerns, air mattresses 
can not be accommodated. Newport Aquarium 
reserves the right to cancel this event. In the 
event of a cancellation, every effort will be made 
to contact guests with reservations and 
payments will be refunded.

For the latest Passholder info…
Call the Annual Passholder hotline: 
859-815-1450.

cont...



Special Thanks to our
World Rivers

Exhibit Sponsor

Learn with your children about the amazing biodiversity
found right here in Kentucky with the Kentucky Aquatic
Wild Cards and Game Board.

The WAVE Foundation partnered with the Kentucky
Department of Fish and Wildlife Resources to make learning
about life in and around the water FUN!  Together we have
developed two sets of playing cards with 104 different
organisms, all representing Kentucky’s aquatic biodiversity
and a board game to help children learn about diversity of
organisms, energy flow and food chains. With these tools,
parents and teachers can encourage conservation and stewardship,
while promoting a deeper understanding of scientific concepts.

Individual Decks of Cards - $5 each
Game Board Set (includes board and both decks of cards) - $20
Available for purchase in the Newport Aquarium Gift Shop or through the WAVE Foundation.

Call 859-815-1442 or visit www.wavefoundation.org for more information.

Kentucky Aquatic Wild Card and Game Board for Sale

The WAVE Foundation has received nearly $22,000
from the “Dollars for Conservation” campaign (from
Aquarium guest donations) and profits from Penguin
Encounters (where Aquarium guests get to spend 20
minutes with the African Blackfooted penguins Paula,
Randy and Simon). All of the funds raised support
conservation groups for sharks, penguins and turtles. 

WAVE has provided $6,200 to the Shark Research Institute (SRI) to fund satellite 
tags for whale sharks in support of their Whale Shark Research program that tags 
and tracks these endangered animals for research and protection. WAVE donated 
$5,000 to the Southern African Foundation for the Conservation of Coastal Birds 
(SANCCOB) to be used in the direct care and rehabilitation of rescued penguins and 
other sea birds in South Africa. These gifts come on the heels of WAVE’s $10,500 
donation to fund satellite tracking for two loggerhead turtles in North Carolina.

You can help too. Next time you visit the Newport Aquarium just volunteer to 
donate "a dollar or more" to WAVE’s “Dollars for Conservation” campaign at the 
register in the gift store. Visit www.wavefoundation.org for more information.

WAVE Foundation gives to shark, penguin and turtle organizations
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Giant Pacific Octopus
In his own 1,700-gallon tank in the 
Bizarre and Beautiful gallery, the 
Giant Pacific Octopus captivates 
spectators. 

   •There are 200 known species of    
    octopi
   •Typically they can reach up to 
    16-feet long and weigh about   
    100 pounds at maturity.
   •They are found along rocky 
    shores and in tidepools from 
    Alaska to southern California.
   •They can have as many as 240 
    suction cups on each of its eight 
    arms.
   •If an arm is cut off, it will grow 
    back over time.
   •Their lifespan is two to three 
    years in the wild.
   •They eat shrimp, abalone, 
    scallops, clams and smaller fish.
   •Their predators in the wild are 
    sharks, eels, seals, sea otters and  
    larger fish.


